CAS Statement on Russian Sanctions of Academics

Over the last few years, the Foreign Ministry of the Russian Federation has imposed sanctions on members of the Canadian academic community.  In the context of Russia’s ongoing war against Ukraine, these sanctions have been used as instruments of state warfare policy. Efforts to target academics for their scholarship, professional responsibilities, or public statements are contrary to the values of an open and democratic academic community that we uphold. Despite such attempts at political pressure from a foreign government, scholars continue to conduct research, participate in public discourse, and engage in international academic activities.

We, members of the Canadian Association of Slavists, emphasize that targeting scholars for their professional work contradicts the fundamental principles of academic freedom

Academic freedom protects the right of scholars to pursue research, express their views, engage in public debate, and collaborate with colleagues worldwide without fear of political interference. It is essential to the advancement of knowledge production and to universities' role as independent institutions dedicated to critical inquiry and open discussion to uphold these standards.

Most importantly, we wish to express our solidarity with colleagues who have been targeted because of their professional activities. We affirm our commitment to colleagues whose academic work or public engagement has subjected them to political retaliation by the Russian government. If support is needed, colleagues should reach out to the Canadian Association of Slavists, as we have colleagues with shared experiences.

We are not simply making a statement - we sincerely extend a hand of support to our colleagues as part of a united academic community.

